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1892 World’s Columbian Exposition

Frederick Law Olmsted 
Chief Landscape  Architect

Sen. Thomas W. Palmer 
President, National 

Exposition Commission
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Ossian Cole “O.C” Simonds 
(1855-1931)

Founder ASLA  & Univ. Michigan 

School of Landscape Architecture

Planner – Palmer Woods

Cranbrook

Palmer Woods
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Olmsted’s Other Works: New York’s Central Park (1859 – 1876)
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Passive Program

• Amphitheater

• Apple Orchard

• Bathrooms

• Benches and Seating

• Community Center

• Dog Park

• Drinking Fountains

• Log Cabin Preservation/Renovation

• Merrill Fountain Restoration/Relocation

• Park Lighting

• Picnic Facilities

• Parking

• Security Call-Station/Video Surveillance

• Urban Demonstration Farm

• Wi-Fi Hotspots
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Natural Areas Program

• Invasive Removal

• Lake Frances Restoration

• Marked Trail

• Storm water drainage/retention

• Tree Trimming
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1895 Olmsted Palmer Park Plan
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Aerial Looking Southeast 

Circa 1930s

Golf Course
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SOUTHBOUND
WOODWARD 

AVENUE

Proposed 
Reconfiguration 

Concept

shown at W. Nevada 
Street between 
6-7 Mile Roads

Ped “danger zone” 
reduced by half:

from 142 to 69 feet
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LANE REDUCTION
Keep 63’ curb-to-curb; add bike lanes
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Woodward Street Crossings

Crossing at Nevada St

Crossing at Grixdale Ave
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Source: Chicago Bike Lane Design Guide
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Bioretention along perimeter roads
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Sustainable Farming Center

Lafayette Greens
Kenneth Weikal Landscape Architecture
Detroit, MI



Palmer Park Master Plan          
People for Palmer Park

Michigan Michigan



Palmer Park Master Plan          
People for Palmer Park

Michigan Michigan



Palmer Park Master Plan          
People for Palmer Park

Michigan Michigan



Palmer Park Master Plan          
People for Palmer Park

Michigan Michigan



Palmer Park Master Plan          
People for Palmer Park

Michigan Michigan

KENNETH WEIKAL
LANDSCAPE ARCHTECTURE
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Farmers or Public Market
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Performance Venues

Coffee Creek
Chesterton, Indiana
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Bryant Park, New York
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Historic Elements 
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Accessible Lake Edge
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Bryant Park, New York: Holiday Shops
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Green Strategies Bio-retention Systems
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1. Porous pavement systems
2. Bio-retention systems
3. Green Building Practices, including Green 

Roofs and other Living Architecture 
Systems

4. Rainwater harvesting and re-use
5. Wastewater recycling and re-use
6. Native landscape systems 

Distributed Rainwater Management Strategies for all 
land use cover surfaces with applications appropriate 
for scale and context;

Replicate natural hydrology and provide multiple 
benefits on all land use surfaces:

Integrated Green Infrastructure
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Green Strategies Green Building Practices, including Green Roofs 
and other Living Architecture Systems
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Green Infrastructure

Iowa Green Streets
West Union, IA
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